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France would acknowledge as legitimate; and the fact
that he had been elected by a plebiscite made it possible for
him to arrogate unlimited powers, refusing any real share
in the government to the representative assembly, What
thinking Frenchmen had desired was a constitutional king;
and they only tolerated the absolutism of Napoleon III.
because they despaired of establishing something better,
and because any form of monarchy was preferable to the
anarchy with which they had been threatened in 1848.

But the desperate situation of 1848, and the long-suffering
of French public opinion after the coup d'etat, were due to
the special history of the French nation. They were due to
the disintegration of French political parties, which had
become incurable since 1815 ; to a centralised system of
local government, which gave the French elector no oppor-
tunity of a political education, and which had destroyed the
old local communities with their power of corporate resistance;
last, but not least, to the feud between the propertied classes
and the labouring classes, which had grown up under the
Orleanist monarchy, and had culminated in 1848 during the
Socialist experiments of Louis Blanc. The propertied classes
accepted Louis Napoleon as President because they needed
a strong man to make headway against Socialist Republican-
ism, with its schemes for the redistribution of wealth. He
was in their eyes a bulwark against the tyranny of the Fourth
Estate. But he actually owed his power to the Fourth
Estate, who hoped that he would govern entirely in their
interest. There could be no doubt that, in the long-run, he
was bound to favour the labouring classes and to treat the
upper classes with contempt. The support of the working-
man was essential to him ; that of the upper classes was
useful but not essential. There was the possibility that
Germany might, in the future, be compelled to accept Bona-
partism under the compulsion of the vote of the Fourth
Estate. But, as Treitschke pointed out, the middle class had
still the upper hand in Germany ; while this state of things
continued, Bonapartism was neither necessary nor desirable.